


are eight visual-verbal learning tools, each. based on a fundamental thinking process and 

when used together provide a set of tools showing relationships with respect to a given 

subject. Each thinking map has a basic visual starting pointy or graphic beginner. 

Thinking maps are key elements in concept-based instruction because they illustrate the 

structure md organization of information. By creating thinking maps, students are able 

to link prior knowledge with new learning, thereby deepening their level of 

understanding educational material. When teachers hand out worksheetsy students often 

only focus on getting answers and they do not focus on the concept of the lesson. When 

using each of the eight thinking maps, students are guided to an understanding of the 

lesson, not just finding answers. This allows teachers and students to focus on all of the 

information that is necessary for understanding the critical facts of the subject matter. 

This illustration sets forth the eight types of thinking maps. 
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Thinking maps are essential tools in brid;ing the cultural gap between teachers 

and students because they address three related factors. First of all, each of the eight 

thinking maps facilitates the development of one of the cognitive skills that are critical to 

learning and are also identified in all the State standards as skills students must have. 

Students need to be able to define and generalize concepts or themes; describe, identi@, 

categorizey and organize details; compare and contrast; sequence; identiQ cause and 






























